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FOG MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 


Introduction 

This pamphlet is designed to familiarize you with FOG. While mem- 
bership services are constantly improving and increasing, many 
members have commented that they were unaware that there was 
more to FOG than the FOGHORN. Long time members have missed an- 
nouncements of changes and new members find themselves buried 
in a deluge of information. 

We hope that the following information will provide a guide 
through the FOG. As with everything else in FOG, this document will 
only be as good as the input from the members. Please forward all 
comments and suggestions to the office. Periodic updates will be 
done so that changes and corrections can be incorporated. 

Gale Rhoades 
Executive Director 
dune, 1985 
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Background on FOG 

FOG was formed as a user’s group for persons using or interested 
in portable computers and/or the CP/M disk operating system with 
related software. In December of 1984, there were about 15,000 
members from around the world. Most attend local group meetings at 
over 300 locations. 

Computer systems owned or used by members include the 
Osborne 1 (single and double density), the Osborne Executive 1, all 
models of the Morrow MicroDecision, the Zorba, all models of the 
KayPro, MicroMates, AMPRO, Lobo MAX-80, CompuPro System 10, 
Televideo, Epson QX-10, Osborne Vixen, Sanyo, and many more. 
Special interest groups organized to augment a network of local 
group meetings include dBase II, Ham radio operators, Personal 
Pearl. 

FOG was started in October of 1981 by a small band of early buyers 
of the Osborne 1. The primary purpose was to organize a library of 
public domain software to run on the Osborne 1. A newsletter was 
quickly started to act as a focal point for the group's activities. The 
large number of excellent contributions to both the library and the 
newsletter has produced a library of 260 disks (as of May, 1985) and 
a nicely typeset (70 or more pages) monthly publication. All back is- 
sues of the FOGHORN are available. There are almost thirty RBBS- 
RCP/M systems currently in operation. Most systems accept both 
300 baud and 1200 baud. Phone numbers for the first systems are: 


#1 — Daly City, CA (415) 755-2030 24hrs/7 days 
#2 — Vancouver, BC (604) 596-0314 24hrs/7 days 
#3 — Daly City, CA (415) 992-8542 24hrs/7 days 


#4 — Belmont, CA (415) 591-6259 24hrs/7 days 
#5 — Palo Alto, CA (415) 424-1482 24hrs/7 days 
#6 — Daly City, CA (415) 755-8315 Upload only 

Each of these systems will have a file listing phone numbers for 
the other systems. 

Dues in FOG are $24.00 per year. This entitles each member to a 
copy of the FOGHORN each month (by bulk mail) as well as access to 
the disk library. Local group meetings are open to the public without 
charge although access to the disk library is restricted to the mem- 
bership. The FOG library contains only public domain software. PI- 
racy (the copying of proprietary software) is strongly condemned. 
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Membership Card 

Accompanying this pamphlet is your membership card. It im- 
printed with your FOG Membership Number, your expiration date, the 
name of your focal group (if you have one), and your name and ad- 
dress. Please check the information. If you find any errors, please 
note the corrections and return it to the FOG office at P. 0. Box 3474, 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474. A replacement card will be issued as soon 
as the corrections are made. 

Once you have a correctly printed Membership Card, you should 
detach the small wallet card from the larger card and put it in your 
wallet. You will need this card when copying disks from the library. 
You will also need to include the membership number in any cor- 
respondence with the FOG office. 

If you move during the year, or change your local group affiliation, 
you may return the card to the FOG office. A new card, showing the 
changes, will be mailed to you. Under normal circumstances, re- 
placement cards are mailed only when the original is returned. 
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Expiration Date 

The expiration date shown on your membership card and on the 
label of each FOGHORN is the last month and year for which your dues 
are paid. Each year’s membership in FOG entitles you to twelve is- 
sues of the FOGHORM. Thus, if your expiration date is “02/86”, your 
first issue will be March, 1985. Depending on where you live, you 
should receive it, and each subsequent issue, between the 5% and 
the 25 of the month. You are entitled to access to the disk library, 
etc. through the end of the month listed on your membership card 
unless you choose to renew. 

If you are receiving this as a result of a renewal payment and you 
find that your membership now expires in a month different from the 
previous membership, your payment was received after the current 
FOGHORN was mailed. In order to receive any missing issues, you 
will need to order them as back issues. 
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Confidentiality of Members’ Information 

FOG does not release member addresses except to the authorized 
officers of an Affiliated Member Organization (see below). Some mem- 
bers prefer that no information be released to anyone for any reason. 
If you do not want any information released, please let us know and 
your records will be so marked. For records so marked, not even the 
phone number(s) will be released. 

A verified FOG member who wishes to contact another FOG mem- 
ber may write to the office. We can either forward a letter or, in the 
event that the member has not specified that we may not give out any 
information, we will release the phone number. 

The reason for this procedure is that we occasionally need to con- 
tact a member about his membership. Frequently, a phone call is the 
most efficient method. If you did not include your phone numbers 
with your application, please consider dropping us a note. Be sure to 
include your membership number. Remember, if you do not want us to 
release it to anyone, please let us know. There is no need to return 
your membership card in this case. 
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The FOGHORN — Delivery & Address Changes 

In the United States. the FOGHORN is normally mailed by non-profit 
bulk mail. (FOG is a corporation in the state of California and has ob- 
tained its non-profit. tax exempt status from both the state and fed- 
eral governments.) We are investigating a Second Class Mailing 
permit. This may improve delivery while maintaining an affordable 
cost level. Until (unless) this option is available, some U.S. members 
may prefer First Class mailing. Those members who live out of the 
country or who prefer first class delivery of their FOGHORN, additional 
postage must be added to the annual dues. See the chart below for 
details. 

\f your membership was received at the FOG office prior to the 15" 
of the month, you will be receiving next month's FOGHORN. Please al- 
low at least six weeks from receipt of this package for the arrival of 
your first FOGHORN since bulk mail can take as much as nine weeks. 

The post office guidelines say that bulk mail can only be traced by 
the recipient but that delivery in the San Francisco Bay Area should 
take about seven working days and to the East Coast about 15 work- 
ing days. We are now taking the bulk mail to the post office before the 
first of each month. If you are not getting timely delivery of the 
FOGHORN you should contact your local postmaster. If he is unable to 
improve the situation, there is a complaint form at each post office. 
We have been assured that all complaints are pursued promptly. 

We are now paying return postage for all undeliverable copies of 
the FOGHORN. This allows us to better identify problems. FOG will be 
responsible for costs incurred remailing a FOGHORN only if the mem- 
ber has provided us with the correct address ina timely manner. If we 
can be of assistance, do not hesitate to drop us a note listing all of the 
specifics. 

Please allow at least 30 days for a change of address to be effec- 
tive. You should also request that the post office forward any issues 
that arrive before your address change is posted. You must tell the 
post office that you will pay forwarding charges since bulk mail is 
NOT automatically forwarded. 

FOG cannot be responsible for additional postage charged because a 
member delays sending in a change of address. 
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First Class Postage Surcharge 

The following is a list of additional charges which must be in- 
Cluded with new or renewal memberships effective 3/1/85: 
Canada & Mexico (First Class) ............0 cece cece eee e eee ADD...$ 9.00 
Member with U.S. addresses who prefer First Class delivery to Non- Perot BU. a 
Cental & South America, Caribbean, & Europe (Airmail First Class diversi $12.00 
Asia, Africa, & Far East (Airmail First Class) .........-..2..00 0-2 eee D...$15.00 
Out of North America preferring surface mail — delivery not guaranteed “ADD. S$ 6.00 

If you want these rates to take effect for your current membership, 
you may prorate the above charges for the remaining term of your 
membership. For each month remaining, send 1/12th of the above 
rates. 
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The FOGHORN — Back Issues/Reprints 

Reprints of ALL back issues are available. Back issues from Vol- 
umes |, II, and Ill are $1.50 per issue. Due to the increased size, back 
issues from Volume IV are $2.50 per issue. The charges include Third 
Class mailing. Non U.S. members should include funds for AIRMAIL 
postage. Donations of additional sums will be gratefully accepted. 

Not all issues are of value to new members. Vol. 1 No. 1 (October, 
1981) was primarily a greeting and a plea for help in getting this 
group going. Vol. 2 No. 3 (December, 1982) was a 2 page issue with 
holiday greetings and an advertisement for SuperGraphics. There 
were 11 issues in Vol. 1 since we put out a combined issue for June 
and July, 1982. 

In September, 1984, we put together a consolidated Volume I. This 
“Best of Volume |" omitted all advertising and some of the outdated 
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articles. When the existing inventory of Volume | single issues is ex- 
hausted, we will not reprint them. The price for the 56 page ‘‘Best of 
Volume |’’ is $5.00 which includes shipping. 

The November issue of each volume includes a partial index to the 
previous Volume. Also, there are a couple of index listings for the 
FOGHORN in the FOG disk library. 
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The FOG Disk Library 

The FOG library is currently maintained primarily on the Osborne 1 
single density format. The library files are carefully screened and di- 
vided into category types (utilities, games, applications, and com- 
puter languages are the four major categories). Programs which 
contain run or other errors are put into the hacker section so in- 
terested members can fix them and resubmit for inclusion in the cor- 
rect section. Items which do not fit into one of these categories are in 
the miscellaneous section. A catalog and descriptions of all the discs 
is maintained in the library section. Programs which are specific to 
any systems are put in the section of the library devoted to that 
system. 

Documentation for the programs in the library are generally on the 
same disk. Sometime though, the files are too large. In this case, the 
disk ‘.DOC’’, the announcement in the FOGHORN, and the Library 
Directory will each include a note specifying where the documenta- 
tion will be found. 

Many of the files in the library require special programs before you 
can access the file. In this case, the disk ‘.DOC” (short for docu- 
mentation) should tell you what program(s) you will need. The new 
users may be interested in the special starter disk which we have put 
together. All of the programs on these disks are also included in the 
disk library but most of these programs are in the category of ‘Must 
Have’’. The Starter Disk is available in either single or double density 
Osborne 1 format. The price is $4.00 per disk including shipping and 
handling. If you are ordering other disks at the same time, you may 
take advantage of the quantity discount providing you are ordering 
ten or more disks. Future ‘novice disks” releases will be announced 
in the FOGHORN. 

FOG members may purchase copies of the library disks from the 
FOG office if copies cannot be obtained through their local group. In- 
dividual disks are $4.00 each. Bulk orders or 10 or more disks earna 
discount of $1.00 per disk. W0 d/ank disks may be sent in to have li- 
brary disks copied to them. 

Shipping and handling charges are included in the price of the disks. 
Please be sure to include your account-membership number. Orders with- 
out this number will be delayed since no disk orders will be shipped with- 
out this number. 

For a listing of the programs and files in the library, consult the 
library column in each issue starting with Vol. 2 (except No. 3 — 
December, 1982). The section of the library called -FOG/LIB includes 
both the librarians’ material from the library column and a catalog 
program which lists the name and disk location of each program (but 
no descriptions). 

In response to the many requests, we have published a typeset 
guide to the library. This has the descriptions of every disk in the li- 
brary as well as the guidelines for library use. It is a loose leaf, binder 
punched volume. This format was selected to facilitate updates. 
Each copy will be in a portfolio. The price is $5.00 which includes 
shipping by Third Class (surface mail). Update pages will be offered 
approximately on a quarterly basis. 

When you get your first copy of a disk from the disk library, you 
should follow these steps: 


1. Make a copy of the disk. If you always make two copies of any new 
software disks you obtain, you will be protected from most dan- 
gers. Mark one copy “Master Copy”; mark the other “Working 
Copy". Place the “Original” in a bank vault, the “Master Copy” in 
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a safe place which you can get to in the middle of the night or over 
the weekend (but not near the computer where you can use it by 
mistake), and the “Working Copy’ with the computer. If you 
“crash” the “Working Copy’, immediately make replacement by 
copying the ‘Master Copy”. Never use the “Master Copy” except 
to recreate the “Working Copy”. While this procedure may seem 
excessive for copies of the FOG library, it is a procedure which will 
allow you to finish a task as the deadline approaches without fear 
of lost software. A similar backup procedure should be used for all 
disks. 


2. As with all new software you obtain, these disks do not have sys- 
tem tracks so you will need to ‘“SYSGEN” your ‘‘Master Copy” and 
“Working Copy” before you can use the disk. Consult your manual 
for details on copying the system tracks from one disk to another. 


3. Use WordStar or another text editor to print the disk documenta- 
tion on the disk. Every disk in the library has what we call a “Disk 
Doc” on it. This file should be the first file you print because it has.a 
summary of all the files found on the disk. In most cases, it also 
has a summary of how to use the programs. On the early disks, this 

._file always had the name ‘‘DISK.DOC”’. On later disks the name of 
this file was changed to include identification of the disk: 
/sec#nnn.DOC where sec is the section of the library and nnn is 
the number of the disk. Thus, the Disk Doc on the disk - 
FOG/UTL.050 would have the name /UTL#050.D0C and the Disk 
Doc on the disk -FOG/APP.043 would have the name 
7APP#043.D0C. 


4. The files with the extension ‘.00C” are documentation. The files 
with the extension “.TXT”’ are text files. Files with a ‘‘Q” as the 
middle character in the extension (”.DQC” or “.TQT”’ for example) 
are squeezed to conserve disk space. These files need to be 
unsqueezed before they can be printed. There are several utilities 
in the library which will enable you to do this but the easiest to use 
is NSWP205 or NSWP207. 


5. Read the files you have printed out. This is all of the documentation 
available for the programs unless there is a reference to another 
source. If you are having problems using one of the programs, the 
best source of assistance is your local group. If you do not have a 
local group or if no one there is able to identify the problem, senda 
copy of the program as you are using it to the FOG office. Be sure to 
include a list of the steps you have followed and what the results 
were. Without this information, we cannot help you. 
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Disk Library Update Service 
Affiliated Members Organizations (A.M.0.s) may participate in a 
monthly update service. Only the librarian of an Affiliated Member 
Organization may make arrangements to participate in this plan. 
Contact Gale Rhoades c/o FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015- 
0474 (phone 415-755-4140) for further details. 
New additions will be sent to participants in this monthly update 
service as soon as Copies can be made. 
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A.M.0.s and Other Local Groups 

FOG itself has only one meeting a year — an election. This nor- 
mally occurs during the West Coast Computer Faire in mid to late 
March. Therefore, meetings are organized on a local basis. Over 125 
of these local groups have opted to formally join the FOG network, 
thus increasing the sharing of information, tips, problems, and so on. 
These local groups are referred to as Affiliated Member Organiza- 
tions (A.M.0.s). The A.M.O. receives 25% of local member dues to as- 
sist with the cost of maintaining a local copy of the disk library. They 
also receive several mailings a year such as samples, copies of 
magazines, advance notice of changes, updates, and new releases. 
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If you do not currently belong to a local group, you may send a Self 
Addressed, Stamped Envelope to the FOG office. Include the geo- 
graphical area you are interested in and we will send you the contact 
information for the group(s) nearest you. If you live in or near a major 
city, the name of that city is sufficient. 

However, if you live in a small town or in a sparsely populated area, 
we need some pointers to identify the groups nearest you. Sometime 
the nearest group is not in your state or country. We rely on an Atlas 
to assist in referring you to the nearest group. If we cannot locate 
your post office on the Atlas, we may not be able to send you the cor- 
rect referral. 

If there is not a group near you, consider starting a group. Often all 
that is needed is for one person to be willing to act as the contact for 
other interested users. We have put together a small packet to assist 
members in this endeavor. If you are interested, please feel free to 
give us a call or drop us a note requesting the packet. 

You may put an announcement in the FOGHORN to ask other FOG 
members in your area to contact you. Since we are not able to release 
member addresses except to officers of the A.M.O. groups, we will be 
glad to forward material to FOG members in your area. If you give us a 
list of zipcodes in your area, we will tell you how many members live 
in that area. You may then send up your stamped mailings and we will 
address them. 

If you live in a small city or town, your local newspaper may help 
you find other users. Announcements on bulletin boards, local broad- 
casting stations, etc. can also reach other users. Often schools, 
churches, and banks have meeting rooms they will let small groups 
use. Some will even help promote the group. 

If you know of a local group which may be interested in joining the 
FOG network, please send all details (meeting dates and places, of- 
ficers, and how interested local computer owners can join). We will 
refer FOG members in the area to the group. If there is interest, we will 
also send the packet on becoming an Affiliated Member Organization. 

It is the member's responsibility to designate which group, if any, 
will receive the rebate. Only one rebate will be paid per member per 
membership year. If you are not currently a member of a local group, 
you may drop us a note when you do join a group. We will then set the 
rebate aside for that group. No rebates will be made until the Affiliated 
Member Organization is formally approved by the Board of Trustees. 

Application for Affiliated Member Organization status must be 
made in writing and must be accompanied by a list of the group’s 
officers — names and FOG membership numbers — and a signed 
copy of the group bylaws. For further details, request an AMO in- 
formation packet. 

It is not necessary that a group be affiliated when the member 
pays the yearly dues and specifies affiliation for that member to be 
eligible for the rebate. When a group is approved for affiliation, a 
check is then processed for outstanding rebates. Subsequent pay- 
ments will be made on a quarterly basis. Refer all questions about 
rebates to the FOG office. 

If the AMO has a checking account, the treasurer may collect 
membership dues for renewing or new members and forward only 
$18.00 (plus appropriate postal surcharges) to FOG. This allows the 
group to have immediate access to the rebate funds. Please note that 
the two requirements for this change will be strictly enforced. Mo per- 
Sonal checks will be accepted. 
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Submissions for the FOGHORN 

Submissions from members and others for the FOGHORN are 
hereby solicited. The editor requests that all such submissions ad- 
here to the following guidelines: 

1. All written material submitted for publication in FOGHORN 
should be WordStar compatible with NO print commands. 

2. Avoid word hyphenation (hyphen help OFF), hard carriage re- 
turns and don’t bother with Right Justification of text or blank lines 
between paragraphs. 
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3. Format your submissions to 70 columns or less; 65 is ideal. 

4. Use the WordStar default tabs for indentation (i.e. 6, 11, 16, 21, 
etc.). 

5. Put the filename at the very top of the first page and be sure that 
the filename does NOT include the words FOG or FOGHORN. 

6. And, oh yes, don’t forget the name of the author. 


The submissions can be sent on diskette by mail (to FOG, P. 0. Box 
3474, Daly City, CA, 94015) or uploaded to to FOG RCP/M #6 at (415) 
755-8315. This is a special system which allows no downloading 
and is intended ONLY for submissions to this publication or to the 
disk library. No advance registration is required in order to upload to 
this system. If you send your contribution on disc and specify the 
disc you would like, we will overwrite your disc with one from the 
library. 
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Submissions to the Disk Library 

As with the FOGHORN, the disk library exists because of submis- 
sions from FOG members. If you have a program which you think 
would be of interest to other members, please consider submitting it 
for inclusion in the library. 

Submissions to the FOG disk library should contain a copyright 
notice. This notice should contain the name(s) of the authors and a 
statement permitting the inclusion in the FOG library. This notice 
should also reserve all commercial rights for the author. 

If you are submitting a program written by another, be sure to sub- 
mit the program under the filename designated by the programmer. 
Remember, the program will not be added to the Disk Library until is 
has accompanying documentation. 

The submissions can be sent on diskette by mail (to FOG, P. 0. Box 
3474, Daly City, CA, 94015) or uploaded to to FOG RCP/M #6 at (415) 
755-8315. This is a special system which allows no downloading 
and is intended ONLY for submissions to this publication or to the 
disk library. No advance registration is required in order to upload to 
this system. If you send your contribution on disc and specify the 
disc you would like, we will overwrite your disc with one from the 
library. 
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Commercial Advertising in the FOGHORN 
Commercial advertisements must be submitted as camera ready 
copy. Size limitations and rates, effective March, 1985, for advertis- 
ing are as follows: 


full page 7.5" x 9.5" $550.00 
half page 3.25" x 9.5" $300.00 

7.5" x4" $325.00 
quarter page 3.25" x 4” $150.00 
eighth page 3.25" x 2” $ 75.00 
For Sale 3.25" x 1" $ 25.00 


Please help 
It is essential that you include your account-membership number 
in all correspondence. Omitting your membership number will needlessly 
delay shipment of your order. \t is not necessary to write a separate 
check for each different order. Consolidating your requests and 
sending only one check will save the staff considerable time. 
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Officers and Trustees of FOG 
President/Founder & Trustee .. ... Frank Morton 


Vice President & Trustee .... .. Philip Moore 
Editor, FOGHORN & Trustee .. David M. Oates 
Executive Director .. . Gale P. Rhoades 


Corporate Secretary .... Bob Kavinoky 
Corporate Treasurer & Trustee . Kennie L. Smith 
Corporate Counsel .. . Jim Schenkel 
Trustee ... . Ron Forsythe 
Trustee Walt Beaudry 
Trustee . Alan Chattaway 
"TER LEE siagceanensan sziiiasacsisasscremiondesentaevdissvde Jim Switz 
Trustee ... .. John Gaudio 


Librarians and Sysops of FOG 
Utility Librarian 
Applications Lib: 
Games Librarian ... 
Miscellaneous Libr: 
Languages Librarian 
Hacker Librarian .. 
Executive Librarian ... 
Osborne 1 Librarian . 
Morrow Librarian ..... 


Jim Wack 


Jack Brown 
Jim Switz 
.. Mike Faith 
. Steve Reed 


PMC MicroMate Librarian . . Ed Miller 
Lobo Max-80 Librarian .. .- Joel Seber 
KayPro Librarian .. .. Ken Davis 
Zorba Librarian ..... Steve Waxman 
Televideo Librarian Pete Masterson 
Vixen Librarian ........ . Byron McKay 
CompuPro System 10 Librarian . . Ed Mentzer 
Epson Librarian ..........0 Stan Countz 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #1 ... FOG office 


FOG RCP/M - RBBS #2 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #3 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #4 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #5 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #6 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #10 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #11 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #12 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #13 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #14 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #15 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #16 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #17 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #18 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #19 


Jack Brown 
. Gale Rhoades 
. Roy Robinson 
. Frank Morton 
. FOG office — Uploads only 
. George Peace 
Bond Shands 
.. Troy Soult 


Russ Howell 
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There is a limit of one For Sale per advertiser per issue. Advertisers 
who wish to run ads in three sequential issues may protect them- 
selves against rate increases by ordering and paying for the three 
months in advance. The rate in effect at the time the order is placed 
and paid in full would then apply providing the ads are run in the sub- 
sequent three issues. The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the 
rates monthly and increasing them as the membership grows. 
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Submission Deadlines 


FOG RCP/M - RBBS #20 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #21 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #22 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #23 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #24 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #25 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #26 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #27 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #28 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #29 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #30 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #31 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #32 


Steve Turner 
. Nigel Grant 
. David Jung 


.. Ernie Dryden 
. Curt Edwards 


Matthew Reed 
Ron Lendon 
.. Bob Herrin 


.. Ralph Trynor 
. John Kinsella 


«im Switz 


Jason Bloomberg 


All material is due two months in advance of the month of publica- 
tion. (July ist for the September issue). No exceptions will be made 
for advertising material. This change is necessary if the FOGHORN is 
to be mailed before the first of the month. Articles which are not 
month-specific may be submitted at any time. Please, avoid the 
deadline rush; contribute early. 
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FOG RCP/M - RBBS #33 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #34 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #35 . John Michael Armstrong 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #36 .... John Wethington 


To contact any of these Trustees, officers, librarians, or sysops, 
please write c/o the FOG office at P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA 
94015-0474 


Kenji Nakadegawa 
adie John Keenan 
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© COPYRIGHT 1985 by FOG for the exclusive use and enjoyment of its 
members, Any reprint or reproduction must contain this copyright notice, 
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Introduction 

This pamphlet is designed to familiarize you with FOG. While mem- 
bership services are constantly improving and increasing, many 
members have commented that they were unaware that there was 
more to FOG than the FOGHORN. Long time members have missed an- 
nouncements of changes and new members find themselves buried 
in a deluge of information. 

We hope that the following information will provide a guide 
through the FOG. As with everything else in FOG, this document will 
only be as good as the input from the members. Please forward all 
comments and suggestions to the office. Periodic updates will be 
done so that changes and corrections can be incorporated. 

Gale Rhoades 
Executive Director 
January, 1985 
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Background on FOG 

The FIRST OSBORNE GROUP (FOG) was formed as a User's 
Group for persons using or interested in portable computers and/or 
the CP/M disk operating system with related software. In December 
of 1984, there were about 15,000 members from around the world. 
Most attend local group meetings at over 300 locations. 

Computer systems owned or used by members include the 
Osborne 1 (single and double density), the Osborne Executive 1, all 
models of the Morrow MicroDecision, the Zorba, all models of the 


KayPro, MicroMates, AMPRO, Lobo MAX-80, CompuPro System 10, ~ 


Televideo, Epson QX-10, Osborne Vixen, Sanyo, and many more. 
Special interest groups organized to augment a network of local 
group meetings include dBase II, Ham radio operators, Personal 
Pearl. 

FOG was started in October of 1981 by a small band of early buyers 
of the Osborne 1. The primary purpose was to organize a library of 
public domain software to run on the Osborne 1. A newsletter was 
quickly started to act as a focal point for the group’s activities. The 
large number of excellent contributions to both the library and the 
newsletter has produced a library of 230 disks (as of December, 
1984) and a nicely typeset (70 or more pages) monthly publication. 
All back issues of the FOGHORN are available. There are almost thirty 
RBBS-RCP/M systems currently in operation. Most systems accept 
both 300 baud and 1200 baud. Phone numbers for the first systems 
are: 


#1— Daly City,CA (415) 755-2030 24hrs/7 days 
#2 — Vancouver, BC (604)596-0314 24hrs/7 days 
#3 — Daly City,CA (415) 992-8542 24hrs/7 days 
#4 — Belmont,CA (415) 591-6259 24hrs/7 days 
#5 — Palo Alto,CA (415) 424-1482 24hrs/7 days 
#6 — Daly City,CA (415) 755-8315 Upload only 


Each of these systems will have a file listing phone numbers for 
the other systems. 
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Dues in FOG are $24.00 per year. This entitles each member to a 
Copy of the FOGHORN each month (by bulk mail) as well as access to 
the disk library. Local group meetings are open to the public without 
charge although access to the disk library is restricted to the mem- 
bership. The FOG library contains only public domain software. Pi- 
racy (the copying of proprietary software) is strongly condemned. 
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Membership Card 

Accompanying this pamphlet is your membership card. It is im- 
printed with your FOG Membership Number, your expiration date, the 
name of your local group (if you have one), and your name and ad- 
dress. Please check the information. If you find any errors, please 
note the corrections and return it to the FOG office at P. 0. Box 3474, 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474. A replacement card will be issued as soon 
as the corrections are made. 

Once you have a correctly printed Membership Card, you should 
detach the small wallet card from the larger card and put it in your 
wallet. You will need this card when copying disks from the library. 
You will also need to include the membership number in any cor- 
respondence with the FOG office. 

If you move during the year, or change your local group affiliation, 
you may return the card to the FOG office. A new card, showing the 
changes, will be mailed to you. Under normal circumstances, re- 
placement cards are mailed only when the original is returned. 
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Expiration Date 

The expiration date shown on your membership card and on the 
label of each FOGHORN is the last month and year for which your dues 
are paid. Each year’s membership in FOG entitles you to twelve is- 
sues of the FOGHOAN. Thus, if your expiration date is “02/86”, your 
first issue will be March, 1985. Depending on where you live, you 
should receive this, as each subsequent issue, between the 5th and 
the 25th of the month. You are entitled to access to the disk library, 
etc. through the end of the month listed on your membership card 
unless you choose to renew. 

If you are receiving this as a result of a renewal payment and you 
find that your membership now expires in a month different from the 
Previous membership, your payment was received after the current 
FOGHORNwas mailed. In order to receive any missing issues, you will 
need to order them as back issues. 
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Confidentiality of Members’ Information 

FOG does not release member addresses except to the authorized 
Officers of an Affiliated Member Organization (see below). Some mem- 
bers prefer that no information be released to anyone for any reason. 
If you do not want any information released, please let us know and 
your records will be so marked. For records so marked, not even the 
phone number(s) will be released. 

A verified FOG member who wishes to contact another FOG mem- 
ber may write to the office. We can either forward a letter or, in the 
event that the member has not specified that we may not give out any 
information, we will release the phone number. 
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The reason for this procedure is that we occasionally need to con- 
tact a member about his membership. Frequently, a phone call is the 
most efficient method. If you did not include your phone numbers 
with your application, please consider dropping us a note. Be sure to 
include your membership number. Remember, if you do not want us to 
release it to anyone, please let us know. There is no need to return 
your membership card in this case. 
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The FOGHORN — Delivery & Address Changes 
In the United States, the FOGHORN is normally mailed by non-profit 
bulk mail. (FOG is a corporation in the state of California and has ob- 
tained its non-profit, tax exempt status from both the state and fed- 
eral governments.) We are investigating a Second Class Mailing 
permit. This may improve delivery while maintaining an affordable 
cost level. Until (unless) this option is available, some U.S. members 
may prefer First Class mailing. Those members who live out of the 
country or who prefer first class delivery of their FOGHORN, additional 
postage must be added to the annual dues. See the chart below for 
details. 
lf your membership was received at the FOG office prior to the 15" 
of the month, you will be receiving next month’s FOGHORN. Please al- 
low at least six weeks from receipt of this package for the arrival of 
your first FOGHORN since bulk mail can take as much as nine weeks. 
The post office guidelines say that bulk mail can only be traced by 
the recipient but that delivery in the San Francisco Bay Area should 
take about seven working days and to the East Coast about 15 work- 
ing days. We are now taking the bulk mail to the post office before the 
first of each month. If you are not getting timely delivery of the 
FOGHORN you should contact your local postmaster. If he is unable to 
improve the situation, there is a complaint form at each post office. 
We have been assured that all complaints are pursued promptly. ° 
We are now paying return postage for all undeliverable copies of 
the FOGHORN. This allows us to better identify problems. FOG will be 
responsible for costs incurred remailing a FOGHORN only if the mem- 
ber has provided us with the correct address in a timely manner. If we 
can be of assistance, do not hesitate to drop us a note listing all of the 
specifics. 
Please allow at least 30 days fora change of address to be effec- 
tive. You should also request that the post office forward any issues 


that arrive before your address change is posted. You must tell the . 


post office that you will pay forwarding charges since bulk mail is 
NOT automatically forwarded. 
FOG cannot be responsible for additional postage charged because a 
member delays sending in a change of address. 
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First Class Postage Surcharge 
The following is a list of additional charges which must be in- 
cluded with new or renewal memberships effective 3/1/85: 


Canada & Mexico (First Class) .....-...... 0c cece eee eee eee eee ee ADD...$ 9.00 
Members with U.S. addresses who prefer First Class delivery to Non-profit bulk 

mail DD...$ 9.00 
Central & South America, Caribbean, & Europe (Airmail First Class delivery)ADD...$12.00 
Asia, Africa, & Far East (Airmail Fi First Class) .....2-...0.- eee e eee eee ADD...$15.00 
Out of North America preferring surface mail — delivery not guaranteed .ADD...$ 6.00 


If you want these rates to take effect for your current membership, 
you may prorate the above charges for the remaining term of your 
membership. For each month remaining, send 1/12th of the above 
rates. 


The FOGHORN — Back Issues/Reprints 
Reprints of ALL back issues are available. Back issues from Vol- 
umes |, Il, and Ili are $1.50 per issue. Due to the increased size, back 
issues from Volume IV are $2.50 per issue. The charges include Third 
Class mailing. Non U.S. members should include funds for AIRMAIL 
postage. Donations of additional sums will be gratefully accepted. 


Not all issues are of value to new members. Vol. 1 No. 1 (October, 
1981) was primarily a greeting and a plea for help in getting this 
group going. Vol. 2 No. 3 (December, 1982) was a 2 page issue with 


- holiday greetings and an advertisement for SuperGraphics. There 
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were 11 issues in Vol. 1 since we put out a combined issue for June 
and July, 1982. 

In September, 1984, we put together a consolidated Volume !. This 
“Best of Volume I’ omitted all advertising and some of the outdated 
articles. When the existing inventory of Volume | single issues is ex- 
hausted, we will not reprint them. The price for the 56 page ‘‘Best of 
Volume |’ is $5.00 which includes shipping. 

The November issue of each volume includes a partial index to the 
previous Volume. Also, there are a couple of index listings for the 
FOGHORN in the FOG disk library. 
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The FOG Disk Library 

The FOG library is currently maintained primarily on the Osborne 1 
single density format. The library files are carefully screened and di- 
vided into category types (utilities, games, applications, and com- 
puter languages are the four major categories). Programs which 
contain run or other errors are put into the hacker section so in- 
terested members can fix them and resubmit for inclusion in the cor- 
rect section. Items which do not fit into one of these categories are in 
the miscellaneous section. A catalog and descriptions of all the discs 
is maintained in the library section. Programs which are specific to 
any systems are put in the section of the library devoted to that 
system. 

Documentation for the programs in the library are generally on the 
same disk. Sometime though, the files are too large. In this case, the 
disk “.DOC”, the announcement in the FOGHORN, and the Library 
Directory will each include a note specifying where the documenta-- 
tion will be found. 

Many of the files in the library require special programs before you 
can access the file. In this case, the disk “.DOC” (short for docu- 
mentation) should tell you what program(s) you will need. The new 
users may be interested in the special starter disk which we have put 
together. All of the programs on these disks are also included in the 
disk library but most of these programs are in the category of ‘Must 
Have’’. The price for this special “Starter Disk” is $10.00 — $5.00 
for the disk, $5.00 (per order) shipping and handling. If you are order- 
ing other disks at the same time, you should NOT pay this shipping & 
handling charge twice. Future “novice disks” releases will be an- 
nounced in the FOGHORN. 

FOG members may purchase copies of the library disks from the 
FOG office if copies cannot be obtained through their local group. In- 
dividual disks are $5.00 each. Bulk orders or 10 or more disks earn a 
discount of $1.00 per disk. 40 blank disks may be sent in to have li- 
brary disks copied to them. 

Shipping and handling charges are $5.00 per order or address. This 
$5.00 charge must be included with every order. Please be sure to include 
your account-membership number. Orders without this number will be de- 
layed since no disk orders will be shipped without this number. 

For a listing of the programs and files in the library, consult the 
library column in each issue starting with Vol. 2 (except No. 3 — 
December, 1982). The section of the library called -FOG/LIB includes 
both the librarians’ material from the library column and a catalog 
program which lists the name and disk location of each program (but 
no descriptions). 

In response to the many requests, we have published a typeset 
guide to the library. This has the descriptions of every disk in the li- 
brary as well as the guidelines for library use. It is a loose leaf, binder 
punched volume. This format was selected to facilitate updates. 
Each copy will be in a portfolio. The price is $5.00 which includes 
shipping by Third Class (surface mail). Update pages will be offered 
approximately on a quarterly basis. 
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When you get your first copy of a disk from the disk library, you 
should follow these steps: 


1. Make a copy of the disk. If you always make two copies of any new 
software disks you obtain, you will be protected from most dan- 
gers. Mark one copy “Master Copy”; mark the other “Working 
Copy’”’. Place the ‘Original’ in a bank vault, the “Master Copy” in 
a safe place which you can get to in the middle of the night or over 
the weekend (but not near the computer where you can use it by 
mistake), and the “Working Copy" with the computer. If you 
“crash” the ‘Working Copy’, immediately make replacement by 
copying the ‘Master Copy’. Never use the “Master Copy” except 
to recreate the ‘Working Copy”. While this procedure may seem 
excessive for copies of the FOG library, it is a procedure which will 
allow you to finish a task as the deadline approaches without fear 
of lost software. A similar backup procedure should be used for all 
disks. 


2. As with all new software you obtain, these disks do not have sys- 
tem tracks so you will need to “SYSGEN”’ your ‘Master Copy” and 
. “Working Copy” before you can use the disk. Consult your manual 
for details on copying the system tracks from one disk to another. 


Use WordStar or another text editor to print the disk documenta- 
tion on the disk. Every disk in the library has what we call a “Disk 
Doc”’ on it. This file should be the first file you print because it has a 
summary of all the files found on the disk. In most cases, it also 
has a summary of how to use the programs. On the early disks, this 
file always had the name ‘‘DISK.DOC’’. On later disks the name of 
this file was changed to include identification of the disk: 
/sec#nnn.DOC where sec is the section of the library and nnn is 
the number of the disk. Thus, the Disk Doc on the disk - 
FOG/UTL.050 would have the name /UTL#050.DOC and the Disk 
Doc on the disk -FOG/APP.043 would have the name 
/APP#043.D0C. 


~ 


’ 4, The files with the extension “DOC” are documentation. The files * 


with the extension “TXT” are text files. Files with a “Q” as the 
middle character in the extension (’".DQC” or “.TQT” for example) 
are squeezed to conserve disk space. These files need to be 
unsqueezed before they can be printed. There are several utilities 
in the library which will enable you to do this but the easiest to use 
is NSWP205 or NSWP207. 


. Read the files you have printed out. This is all of the documentation 
available for the programs unless there is a reference to another 
source. If you are having problems using one of the programs, the 
best source of assistance is your local group. If you do not have a 
local group or if no one there is able to identify the problem, send a 
copy of the program as you are using it to the FOG office. Be sure to 
include a list of the steps you have followed and what the results 
were. Without this information, we cannot help you. 
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Disk Library Update Service 
Affiliated Members Organizations (A.M.0.s) may participate in a 
monthly update service. Only the librarian of an Affiliated Member 
Organization may make arrangements to participate in this plan. 
Contact Gale Rhoades c/o FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015- 
0474 (phone 415-755-4140) for further details. 
New additions will be sent to participants in this monthly update 
service as soon as copies can be made. 
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A.M.0.s and Other Local Groups 
FOG itself has only one meeting a year — an election. This nor- 
mally occurs during the West Coast Computer Faire in mid to late 
March. Therefore, meetings are organized on a local basis. Over 125 


ao 
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of these local groups have opted to formally join the FOG network, 
thus increasing the sharing of information, tips, problems, and so on. 
These local groups are referred to as Affiliated Member Organiza- 
tions (A.M.0.s). The A.M.0. receives 25% of local member dues to as- 
sist with the cost of maintaining a local copy of the disk library. They 
also receive several mailings a year such as samples, copies of 
magazines, advance notice of changes, updates, and new releases. 

If you do not currently belong to a local group, you may send a Self 
Addressed, Stamped Envelope to the FOG office. Include the geo- 
graphical area you are interested in and we will send you the contact 
information for the group(s) nearest you. If you live in or near a major 
city, the name of that city is sufficient. 

However, if you live in a small town or in a sparsely populated area, 
we need some pointers to identify the groups nearest you. Sometime 
the nearest group is not in your state or country. We rely on an Atlas 
to assist in referring you to the nearest group. If we cannot locate 
your post office on the Atlas, we may not be able to send you the cor- 
rect referral. 

If there is not a group near you, consider starting a group. Often all 
that is needed is for one person to be willing to act as the contact for 
other interested users. We have put together a small packet to assist 
members in this endeavor. If you are interested, please feel free to 
give us a Call or drop us a note requesting the packet. 

You may put an announcement in the FOGHORN to ask other FOG 
members in your area to contact you. Since we are not able to release 
member addresses except to officers of the A.M.0. groups, we will be 
glad to forward material to FOG members in your area. If you give us a 
list of zipcodes in your area, we will tell you how many members live 
in that area. You may then send up your stamped mailings and we will 
address them. 

If you live in a small city or town, your local newspaper may help 
you find other users. Announcements on bulletin boards, local broad- 
casting stations, etc. can also reach other users. Often schools, 
churches, and banks have meeting rooms they will let small groups 
use. Some will even help promote the group. 

If you know of a local group which may be interested in joining the 
FOG network, please send all details (meeting dates and places, of- 
ficers, and how interested local computer owners can join). We will 
refer FOG members in the area to the group. If there is interest, we will 
also send the packet on becoming an Affiliated Member Organization. 

It is the member's responsibility to designate which group, if any, 
will receive the rebate. Only one rebate will be paid per member per 
membership year. If you are not currently a member of a local group, 
you may drop us a note when you do join a group. We will then set the 
rebate aside for that group. No rebates will be made until the Affiliated 
Member Organization is formally approved by the Board of Trustees. 

Application for Affiliated Member Organization status must be 
made in writing and must be accompanied by a list of the group's 
officers — names and FOG membership numbers — and a signed 
Copy of the group bylaws. For further details, request an AMO in- 
formation packet. 

It is not necessary that a group be affiliated when the member 
pays the yearly dues and specifies affiliation for that member to be 
eligible for the rebate. When a group is approved for affiliation, a 
check is then processed for outstanding rebates. Subsequent pay- 
ments will be made on a quarterly basis. Refer all questions about 
rebates to the FOG office. 

If the AMO has a checking account, the treasurer may collect 
membership dues for renewing or new members and forward only 
$18.00 (plus appropriate postal surcharges) to FOG. This allows the 
group to have immediate access to the rebate funds. Please note that 
the two requirements for this change will be strictly enforced. Wo por- 
sonal checks will be accepted. 
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Submissions for the FOGHORN 

Submissions from members and others for the FOGHORN are 
hereby solicited. The editor requests that all such submissions ad- 
here to the following guidelines: 

1. All written material submitted for publication in FOGHORN 
should be WordStar compatible with NO print commands. 

2. Avoid word hyphenation (hyphen help OFF), hard carriage re- 
turns and don’t bother with Right Justification of text or blank lines 
between paragraphs. 

3. Format your submissions to 70 columns or less; 65 is ideal. 

4. Use the WordStar default tabs for indentation (i.e. 6, 11, 16, 21, 
etc.). 


5. Put the filename at the very top of the first page and be sure that. 


the filename does NOT include the words FOG or FOGHORN. 
6. And, oh yes, don’t forget the name of the author. 


The submissions can be sent on diskette by mail (to FOG, P. 0. Box 
3474, Daly City, CA, 94015) or uploaded to to FOG RCP/M #6 at (415) 
755-8315. This is a special system which allows no downloading 
and is intended ONLY for submissions to this publication or to the 
disk library. No advance registration is required in order to upload to 
this system. If you send your contribution on disc and specify the 
disc you would like, we will overwrite your disc with one from the 
library. ; 
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Submissions to the Disk Library 

As with the FOGHORN, the disk library exists because of submis- 
sions from FOG members. If you have a program which you think 
would be of interest to other members, please consider submitting it 
for inclusion in the library. 

Submissions to the FOG disk library should contain a copyright 
Notice. This notice should contain the name(s) of the authors and a 
statement permitting the inclusion in the FOG library. This notice 
should also reserve all commercial rights for the author. 

The submissions can be sent on diskette by mail (to FOG, P. 0. Box 
3474, Daly City, CA, 94015) or uploaded to to FOG RCP/M #6 at (415) 
755-8315. This is a special system which allows no downloading 
and is intended ONLY for submissions to this publication or to the 
disk library. No advance registration is required in order to upload to 
this system. If you send your contribution on disc and specify the 
disc you would like, we will overwrite your disc with one from the 
library. 
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Commercial Advertising in the FOGHORN 

Commercial advertisements must be submitted as camera ready 
copy. Size limitations and rates, effective March, 1985, for advertis- 
ing are as follows: 


full page 7.5" x 9.5" $550.00 
half page 9.25°x 9.5" $300.00 

7.5°x 4" $325.00 
quarter page =: 3.25" x 4" $150.00 
eighth page 3.25" x2" $ 75.00 
For Sale 3.25" x 1" $ 25.00 


There is a limit of one For Sale per advertiser per issue. Advertisers 
who wish to run ads in three sequential issues may protect them- 
selves against rate increases by ordering and paying for the three 
months in advance. The rate in effect at the time the order is placed 
and paid in full would then apply providing the ads are run in the sub- 
sequent three issues. The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the 
rates monthly and increasing them as the membership grows. 
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Submission Deadlines 3 

All material is due two months in advance of the month of publica- 
tion. (February 1st for the April issue). No exceptions will be made for 
advertising material. This change is necessary if the FOGHORN is to 
be mailed before the first of the month. Articles which are not month- 
specific may be submitted at any time. Please, avoid the deadline 
rush; contribute early. 
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Please help ; 

It is essential that you include your account-membership number 
in all correspondence. Omitting your membership number will needlessly 
delay shipment of your order. \t is not necessary to write a separate 
check for each different order. Consolidating your requests and 
sending only one check will save the staff considerable time. 
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Officers and Trustees of the First Osborne Group 


President/Founder & Trustee .. 
Vice President & Trustee ...... 
Editor, FOGHORN & Trustee . 
Executive Director & Trustee ... 
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ie Philip Moore 
David M. Oates 


Corporate Counsel .... Jim Schenkel 
Trustee ..... . Larry Sydes 
Trustee Kennie Smith . 
Trustee . Jack Brown 
Trustee ..... wa dim SwitZ 


Librarians and Sysops of the First Osborne Group 


Utility Librarian Jim Wack 
Applications Librarian .. .. Walt Beaudry 
Games Librarian .......... .. Bob Carter 
Miscellaneous Librarian .. .. Troy Soult 
Languages Librarian ... . Sharon Kittrell! 
Hacker Librarian ..... Jack Brown 
Executive Librarian . Jim Switz 
Osborne 1 Librarian Mike Faith 
Morrow Librarian .... . Steve Reed 
PMC MicroMate Libra . Bill Justice 
Lobo Max-80 Librarian Joel Seber 
KayPro Librarian ..... ... Dave Kent 
Zorba Librarian ... Steve Waxman 
Televideo Librarian .. Pete Masterson 
Vixen Librarian ....... .. Byron McKay 
CompuPro System 10 Librarian . Ed Mentzer 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #1... ... FOG office 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #2 Jack Brown 


FOG RCP/M - RBBS #3 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #4 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #5 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #6 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #10 . 
FOG RCP/M-RBBS #11. 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #12 . 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #13 . 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #14. 


.. Gale Rhoades 
.. Roy Robinson 


Frank Morton 


. FOG office = Uploads only 


Jonathan Block 


FOG RCP/M - RBBS #15 . Scott Gray 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #16 . Mike Faith 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #17 . uy Gamble 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #18 . Ron Forsythe 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #19 .. Russ Howell 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #20 .. Steve Turner 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #21 .. . Nigel Grant 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #22 .. . David Jung 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #23 .. Ernie Dryden 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #24 .. . Curt Edwards 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #25 . Matthew Reed 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #26 .. Ron Lendon 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #27 . George Bush 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #28 . . Fred Stuart 
FOG RCP/M - RBBS #29 . . John Kinsella 


To contact any of these Trustees, officers, librarians, or sysops 
please write c/o the FOG office at P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA 


94015-0474 


©COPYRIGHT 1984 by the First Osborne Group (FOG) Sor the exclusive 
use and enjoyment of its members, Any reprint or reproduction must contain 


this copyright notice, 
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FOG MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 


Introduction 

This pamphlet is designed to familiarize you with FOG. While mem- 
bership services are constantly improving and increasing, many 
members have commented that they were unaware that there was 
more to FOG than the FOGHORN. Long time members have missed an- 
nouncements of changes and new members find themselves buried 
in a deluge of information. 

It is hoped that the information which follows will provide a guide 
through the FOG. As with everything else in FOG, this document will 
only be as good as the input from the members. Please forward all 
comments and suggestions to the office. Periodic updates will be 
done so that changes and corrections can be incorporated. 

Gale Rhoades 


Executive Director 
January, 1985 
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Background on FOG 

The FIRST OSBORNE GROUP (FOG) was formed as a User's 
Group for persons using or interested in portable computers and/or 
the CP/M disk operating system with related software. In December 
of 1984, there were about 15,000 members from around the world. 
Most attend local group meetings at over 300 locations. 

Computer systems owned or used by members include the 
Osborne 1 (single and double density), the Osborne Executive 1, all 
models of the Morrow MicroDecision, the Zorba, all models of the 
KayPro, MicroMates, AMPRO, Lobo MAX-80, CompuPro System 10, 
Televideo, Epson QX-10, Osborne Vixen, Sanyo, and many more. 
Special interest groups organized to augment a network of local 
group meetings include dBase Il, Ham radio operators, Personal 
Pearl. 

FOG was started in October of 1981 by a small band of early buyers 
of the Osborne 1. The primary purpose was to organize a library of 
public domain software to run on the Osborne 1. A newsletter was 
quickly started to act as a focal point for the group's activities. The 
large number of excellent contributions to both the library and the 
newsletter bas produced a library of 230 disks (as of December, 
1984) anda nicely typeset (70 or more pages) monthly publication. 
All back issues of the FOGHORN are available. There are almost thirty 
RB8S-RCP/M systems currently in operation. Most systems accept 
both 300 baud and 1200 baud. Phone numbers for the first systems 
are: 

#1—DalyCity,CA  (415)755-2030 24hrs/7 days 
#2 — Vancouver,BC (604)596-0314 24hrs/7 days 
#3 — Daly City, CA (415)992-8542 24hrs/7 days 
#4—Belmont,CA  (415)591-6259 24hrs/7 days 
#5 — Palo Alto, CA (415) 424-1482 24hrs/7 days 
#6 — Daly City,CA (415) 755-8315 Upload only 

Each of these systems will have a file listing phone numbers for 
the other systems. 

Dues in FOG are $24.00 per year. This entitles each member to a 
copy of the FOGHORN each month (by bulk mail) as well as access to 
the disk library. Local group meetings are open to the public without 
charge although access to the disk library is restricted to the mem- 
bership. The FOG library contains only public domain software. Pi- 
racy (the copying of proprietary software) is strongly condemned. 
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Membership Card 

Normally, a new membership card ccompanies this pamphlet. The 
card, which you should have already received, is imprinted with your 
FOG Membership Number, your expiration date, the name of your lo- 
cal group (if you have one), and your name and address. Please 
check the information. If you find any errors, please note the correc- 
tions and return it to the FOG office at P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA 
94015-0474. A replacement card will be issued as soon as the 
corrections are made. 

Once you have a correctly printed Membership Card, you should 
detach the small wallet card from the larger card and put it in your 
wallet. You will need this card when copying disks from the library. 
You will also need to include the membership number in any cor- 
respondence with the FOG office. 

If you move during the year, or change your local group affiliation, 
you may return the card to the FOG office. A new card, showing the 
changes, will be mailed to you. Under normal circumstances, re- 
placement cards are mailed only when the original is returned. 
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Expiration Date 

The expiration date shown on your membership card and on the 
label of each FOGHORN is the last month and year for which your dues 
are paid. Each year’s membership in FOG entitles you to twelve is- 
sues of the FOGHORN. Thus, if your expiration date is 02/86", your 
first issue will be March, 1985. Depending on where you live, you 
should receive this, as each subsequent issue, between the 5' and 
the 25" of the month. You are entitled to access to the disk library, 
etc. through the end of the month listed on your membership card 
unless you choose to renew. If you are receiving this as a result of a 
renewal payment and you find that your membership now expires in a 
different month than the previous membership did, your payment 
was received after the current FOGHORNwas mailed. In order to re- 
ceive any missing issues, you will need to order them as back issues. 
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Confidentiality of Members’ Information 

FOG does not release member addresses except to the authorized 
Officers of an Affiliated Member Organization (see below). Some mem- 
bers prefer that no information be released to anyone for any reason. 
If you do not want any information released, please let us know and 
your records will be so marked. For records so marked, not even the 
phone number(s) will be released. 

A verified FOG member who wishes to contact another FOG mem- 
ber may write to the office. We can either forward a letter or, in the 
event that the member has not specified that we may not give out any 
information, we will release the phone number. 

The reason for this procedure is that we occasionally need to con- 
tact a member about his membership. Frequently, a phone call is the 
most efficient method. If you did not include your phone numbers 
with your application, please consider dropping us a note. Be sure to 
include your membership number. Remember, if you do not want us to 
release it to anyone, please let us know. There is no need to return 
your membership card in this case. 
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The FOGHORN — Delivery & Address Changes 
In the United States, the FOGHORN is normally mailed by non-profit 
bulk mail. (FOG is a corporation in the state of California and has ob- 
tained its non-profit, tax exempt status from both the state and fed- 
eral governments.) We are investigating a Second Class Mailing 
permit. This may improve delivery while maintaining an affordable 
Cost level. Until (unless) this option is available, some U.S. members 
may prefer First Class mailing. Those members who live out of the 
country or who prefer first class delivery of their FOGHORN, additional 
postage must be added to the annual dues. See the chart below for 
details. 

If your membership was received at the FOG office prior to the 15t 
of the month, you will be receiving next month’s FOGHORN. Please al- 
low at least six weeks from receipt of this package for the arrival of 
your first FOGHORN since bulk mail can take as much as nine weeks. 

The post office quidelines say that bulk mail can only be traced by 
the recipient but that delivery in the San Francisco Bay Area should 
take about seven working days and to the East Coast about 15 work- 
ing days. We are now taking the bulk mail to the post office before the 

first of each month. If you are not getting timely delivery of the 
FOGHORN you should contact your local postmaster. If he is unable to 
improve the situation, there is a complaint form at each post office. 
We have been assured that all complaints are pursued promptly. 

We are now paying return postage for all undeliverable copies of 
the FOGHORN. This allows us to better identify problems. FOG will be 
responsible for costs incurred remailing a FOGHORN only if the mem- 
ber has provided us with the correct address in a timely manner. If we 
can be of assistance, do not hesitate to drop us a note listing all of the 
specifics. 

Please allow at least 30 days for a change of address to be effec- 
tive. You should also request that the post office forward any issues 
that arrive before your address change is posted. You must tell the 
post office that you will pay forwarding charges since bulk mail is 
NOT automatically forwarded. 

FOG cannot be responsible for additional postage charged because a 
member delays sending in a change of address. 
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First Class Postage Surcharge 
The following is a list of additional charges which must be in- 
cluded with new or renewal memberships effective 3/1/85: 


Canada & Mexico (First Class)..... .. ADD...§ 9.00 
S. addresses w' fit bulk 

...ADD..$ 9.00 
ry)ADD...$12 00 
Asia, Africa, & Far East (Airmail First Class). .. ADD...$15.00 
Out of North America preferring surface mail — delivery not quaranteed...ADD...$ 6.00 


If you want these rates to take effect for your current membership, 
you may prorate the above charges for the remaining term of your 
membership. For each month remaining, send 1/12th of the above 
rates. 


The FOGHORN — Back Issues/Reprints 

Reprints of ALL back issues are available. Back issues from Vol- 
umes |, Il, and Ill are $1.50 per issue. Due to the increased size, back 
issues from Volume IV are $2.50 per issue. The charges include Third 
Class mailing. Non U.S. members should include funds for AIRMAIL 
postage. Donations of additional sums will be gratefully accepted. 

Not all issues are of value to new members. Vol. 1 No. 1 (October, 
1981) was primarily a greeting and a plea for help in getting this 
group going. Vol. 2 No. 3 (December, 1982) was a 2 page issue with 
holiday greetings and an advertisement for SuperGraphics. There 
were 11 issues in Vol. 1 since we put out a combined issue for June 
and July, 1982. 


In September, 1984, we put together a consolidated Volume I. This 
“Best of Volume |” omitted all advertising and some of the outdated 
articles. When the existing inventory of Volume | single issues is ex- 
hausted, we will not reprint them. The price for the 56 page “Best of 
Volume I’ is $5.00 which includes shipping. 

The November issue of each volume includes a partial index to the 
previous Volume. Also, there is a couple of index listings for the 
FOGHORN in the FOG disk library. 
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The FOG Disk Library 

The FOG library is currently maintained primarily on the Osborne 1 
single density format. The library files are carefully screened and di- 
vided into category types (utilities, games, applications, and com- 
puter languages are the four major categories). Programs which 
contain run or other errors are put into the hacker section so in- 
terested members can fix them and resubmit for inclusion in the cor- 
rect section. Items which do not fit into one of these categories are in 
the miscellaneous section. A catalog and descriptions of all the discs 
is maintained in the library section. Programs which are specific to 
any systems are put in the section of the library devoted to that 
system. 

Documentation for the programs in the library are generally on the 
same disk. Sometime though, the files are too large. in this case, the 
disk “DOC”, the announcement in the FOGHORN, and the Library 
Directory will each include a note specifying where the documenta- 
tion will be found. 

Many of the files in the library require special programs before you 
can access the file. In this case, the disk ‘.DOC” (short for docu- 
mentation) should tell you what program(s) you will need. The new 
users may be interested in the special starter disk which we have put 
together. All of the programs on these disks are also included in the 
disk library but most of these programs are in the category of ‘Must 
Have’’. The price for this special ‘Starter Disk’’ is $10.00 — $5.00 
for the disk, $5.00 (per order) shipping and handling. If you are order- 
ing other disks at the same time, you should NOT pay this shipping & 
handling charge twice. Future ‘novice disks” releases will be an- 
nounced in the FOGHORN. 

FOG members may purchase copies of the library disks from the 
FOG office if copies cannot be obtained through their local group. In- 
dividual disks are $5.00 each. Bulk orders or 10 or more disks earna 
discount of $1.00 per disk. N@ blank disks may be sent in to have li- 
brary disks copied to them. 

Shipping and handling charges are $5.00 per order or address. This 
$5.00 charge must be included with every order. Please be sure to include 
your account-membership number. Orders without this number will be de- 
layed since no disk orders will be shipped without this number. 

For a listing of the programs and files in the library, consult the 
library column in each issue starting with Vol. 2 (except No. 3 — 
December, 1982). The section of the library called -FOG/LIB includes 
both the librarians’ material from the library column and a catalog 
program which lists the name and disk location of each program (but 
no descriptions). 

In response to the many requests, we have published a typeset 
guide to the library. This has the descriptions of every disk in the li- 
brary as well as the guidelines for library use. It is a loose leaf, binder 
punched volume. This format was selected to facilitate updates. 
Each copy will be in a portfolio. The price is $5.00 which includes 
shipping by Third Class (surface mail). Update pages will be offered 
approximately on a quarterly basis. 

When you get your first copy of a disk from the disk library, you 
should follow these steps: 


1. Make a copy of the disk. If you always make two copies of any new 


software disks you obtain, you will be protected from most dan- 
gers. Mark one copy “Master Copy”: mark the other ‘Working 
Copy’. Place the “Original” in a bank vault, the “Master Copy” in 
a safe place which you can get to in the middle of the night or over 
the weekend (but not near the computer where you can use it by 
mistake), and the “Working Copy” with the computer. If you 
“crash” the “Working Copy”, immediately make replacement by 
copying the “Master Copy”’. Never use the ‘Master Copy” except 
to recreate the “Working Copy’. While this procedure may seem 
excessive for copies of the FOG library, it is a procedure which will 
allow you to finish a task as the deadline approaches without fear 
of lost software. A similar backup procedure should be used for all 
disks. 


2. As with all new software you obtain, these disks do not have sys- 
tem tracks So you will need to “SYSGEN”’ your “Master Copy” and 
“Working Copy” before you can use the disk. Consult your manual 
for details on copying the system tracks from one disk to another. 


3. Use WordStar or another text editor to print the disk documenta- 
tion on the disk. Every disk in the library has what we call a “Disk 
Doc” on it. This file should be the first file you print because it has a 
summary of all the files found on the disk. In most cases, it also 
has a summary of how to use the programs. On the early disks, this 
file always had the name “‘DISK.DOC”’. On later disks the name of 
this file was changed to include identification of the disk: 
/sec#nnn.DOC where sec is the section of the library and nanis 
the number of the disk. Thus, the Disk Doc on the disk - 
FOG/UTL.050 would have the name /UTL#050.DOC and the Disk 
Doc on the disk -FOG/APP.043 would have the name 
/APP#043.D0C. 


. The files with the extension “.DOC’” are documentation. The files 
with the extension “.TXT” are text files. Files with a ‘“Q” as the 
middle character in the extension (’.DQC” or “.TQT” for example) 
are squeezed to conserve disk space. These files need to be 
unsqueezed before they can be printed. There are several utilities 
in the library which will enable you to do this but the easiest to use 
is NSWP205 or NSWP207. 


. Read the files you have printed out. This is all of the documentation 
available for the programs unless there is a reference to another 
source. If you are having problems using one of the programs, the 
best source of assistance is your local group. If you do not have a 
local group or if no one there is able to identify the problem, send a 
copy of the program as you are using it to the FOG office. Be sure to 
include a list of the steps you have followed and what the results 
were. Without this information, we cannot help you. 
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Disk Library Update Service 
Affiliated Members Organizations (A.M.0.s) may participate in a 
monthly update service. Only the librarian of an Affiliated Member 
Organization may make arrangements to participate in this plan. 
Contact Gale Rhoades c/o FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015- 
0474 (phone 415-755-4140) for further details. 
New additions will be sent to participants in this monthly update 


service as soon as copies can be made. 
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A.M.0.s and Other Local Groups 
FOG itself has only one meeting a year — an election. This nor- 
mally occurs during the West Coast Computer Faire in mid to late 
March. Therefore, meetings are organized on a local basis. Over 125 
of these local groups have opted to formally join the FOG network, 
thus increasing the sharing of information, tips, problems, and so on. 


These local groups are referred to as Affiliated Member Organiza- 
tions (A.M.0.s). The A.M.O. receives a 25% of local member dues to 
assist with the cost of maintaining a local copy of the disk library. 
They also receive several mailings a year such as samples, copies of 
magazines, advance notice of changes, updates, and new releases. 

If you do not currently belong to a local group, you may send a Self 
Addressed, Stamped Envelope to the FOG office. Include the geo- 
graphical area you are interested in and we will send you the contact 
information for the group(s) nearest you. If you live in or near a major 
city, the name of that city is sufficient. 

However, if you live in a small town or in a less populated area, we 
need some pointers to identify the groups nearest you. Sometime the 
Nearest group is not in your state or country. We rely on an Atlas to 
assist in referring you to the nearest group. If we cannot locate your 
post office on the Atlas, we may not be able to send you the correct 
referral. 

If there is not a group near you, consider starting a group. Often all 
that is needed is for one person to be willing to act as the contact for 
other interested users. We have put together a small packet to assist 
members in this endeavor. If you are interested, please feel free to 
give us a call or drop us a note requesting the packet. 

You may put an announcement in the FOGHORN to ask other FOG 
members in your area to contact you. Since we are not able to release 
member addresses except to officers of the A.M.O. groups, we will be 
glad to forward material to FOG members in your area. If you give us a 
list.of zipcodes in your area, we will tell you how many members live 
in that area. You may then send up your stamped mailings and we will 
address them. 

If you live in a smaller city or town, your local newspaper may help 
you find other users. Announcements on bulletin boards, local broad- 
casting stations, etc. can also reach other users. Often schools, 
churches, and banks have meeting rooms they will let small groups 
use. Some will even help promote the group. 

If you know of a local group which might be interested in joining 
the FOG network, please send all details (meeting dates and places, 
officers, and how interested local computer owners can join). We will 
refer FOG members in the area to the group. If there is interest, we will 
also send the packet on becoming an Affiliated Member Organization. 

It is the member’s responsibility to designate which group, if any, 
will receive the rebate. Only one rebate will be paid per member per 
membership year. If you are not currently a member of a local group, 
you may drop us a note when you do join a group. We will then set the 
rebate aside for that group. No rebates will be made until the Affiliated 
Member Organization is formally approved by the Board of Trustees. 

Application for Affiliated Member Organization status must be 
made in writing and must be accompanied by a list of the group's 
officers — names and FOG membership numbers — and a signed 
copy of the group bylaws. For further details, request an AMO in- 
formation packet. 

It is not necessary that a group be affiliated when the member 
pays the yearly dues and specifies affiliation for that member to be 
eligible for the rebate. When a group is approved for affiliation, a 
check is then processed for outstanding rebates. Subsequent pay- 
ments will be made on a quarterly basis. Refer all questions about 
rebates to the FOG office. 

If the AMO has a checking account, the treasurer may collect 
membership dues for renewing or new members and forward only 
$18.00 (plus appropriate postal surcharges) to FOG. This allows the 
group to have immediate access to the rebate funds. Please note that 
the two requirements for this change will be strictly enforced. No per- 
Sonal checks will be accepted. 
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Submissions for the FOGHORN and the Disk Library 

All articles, letters-to-the-editor, member announcements, clas- 
sified ads, etc., should have NO PRINT COMMANDS or soft hyphens. 
The submissions can be sent on diskette by mail (to FOG, P. 0. Box 
3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474) or uploaded to to FOG RCP/M #6 
at (415) 755-8315. This is a special system which allows no 
downloading and is intended ONLY for submissions to this publica- 
tion or to the disk library. No advance registration is required in order 
to upload to this system. If you send your contribution on disc and 
specify the disc you would like, we will overwrite your disc with one 


from the library. 
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Commercial Advertising in the FOGHORN 
Commercial advertisements must be submitted as camera ready 
copy. Size limitations and rates, effective March, 1985, for advertis- 
ing are as follows: 


full page 7.5" x 9.5" $550.00 
half page 3.25°x 9.5" $300.00 

7.5°x 4" $325.00 
quarter page 3.25" x 4" $150.00 
eighth page 3.25°x 2" $ 75.00 
For Sale 3.25°x 1" $ 25.00 


There is a limit of one For Sale per advertiser per issue. Advertisers 
who wish to run ads in three sequential issues may protect them- 
selves against rate increases by ordering and paying for the three 
months in advance. The rate in effect at the time the order is placed 
and paid in full would then apply providing the ads are run in the sub- 
sequent three issues. The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the 
rates monthly and increasing them as the membership grows. 
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Submission Deadlines 
All material is due two months in advance of the month of publica- 
tion. (February 1st for the April issue). No exceptions will be made for 
advertising material. This change is necessary if the FOGHORN is to 
be mailed before the first of the month. Articles which are not month- 
specific may be submitted at any time. Please, avoid the deadline 


rush; contribute early. 
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Please help 
It is essential that you include your account-membership number 
inall correspondence. Omitting your membership number will needlessly 
delay shipment of your order. \t is not necessary to write a separate 
check for each different order. Consolidating your requests and 
sending only one check will save the staff considerable time. 
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Officers and Trustees of the First Osborne Group 


President/Founder & Truste ... Frank Morton 
Vice President & Trustee....... .Philip Moore 
Editor, FOGHORN & Trustee... .David M. Oates 
Executive Director & Trustee 
Corporate Secretary & Trustee. 
Corporate Treasurer & Trustee. 
Corporate Counsel. 
Trustee... 
Trustee... 
Hacker Librarian & Trustee .. 
Executive Librarian & Trustee... 
Utility Librarian........ 
Applications Librarian.. 
Games Librarian........ 
Miscellaneous Librarian 
Languages Librarian 
Osborne 1 Librarian . 
Morrow Librarian ..... 


..Jack Brown 
. Jim Switz 


a Troy Soult 
..Sharon Kittrell 
Mike Faith 


PMC MicroMate Librarian. Bill Justice 
Lobo Max-80 Librarian. Joel Seber 
KayPro Librarian........ssssssssssssssssoessesssnesseesaeeseee Dave Kent 
Zorba Librarian... . Steve Waxman 
Televideo Libraria! Pete Masterson 
Vixen Librarian .... Byron McKay 
CompuPro System 10 Librarian Ed Mentzer 


To contact any of these Trustees, officers, or librarians, please 
write c/o the FOG office at P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
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©COPYRIGHT 1984 by the First Osborne Group (FOG) for the exclusive 
use and enjoyment of its members, Any reprint or reproduction must be ap- 
proved, in writing, in advance, by FOG, 


